
TEACHER’S GUIDE

Videos, Skill Sheets, and More!
Dear Teachers,

Welcome to an exciting year of  
learning with Junior Scholastic! This 
issue will take your students from the 
Constitutional Convention in 1787 to  
the latest news on school cell phone 
bans. It also has a powerful double 
feature for the 25th anniversary of the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

Visit junior.scholastic.com now  
to access amazing teaching 
resources, including self-grading 
quizzes, videos, skill sheets, 
vocabulary slideshows, and more.  
See page 4  to get started. 

Warmly, 

Laura Anastasia, Editor
LAnastasia@scholastic.com
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Editorial address: Junior Scholastic, 130 Mercer Street, New York, NY 10012-3999 or junior@scholastic.com
Customer-service inquiries: 1-800-SCHOLASTIC (1-800-724-6527) or magazineCS@scholastic.com

Share a  
firefighter’s 
experience on 
9/11 with the 
video “Into 
the Choking 
Smoke.”

Find this article in   
America’s Founding, 

one of our teacher- 
curated text sets.

Let us set up class for 
you with our customized 
lesson plans, available for 
all features and debates.
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Unlock your online resources with your access code

Use your access code  
to unlock all your  
online resources!

junior.scholastic.com
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ISSUE AT A GLANCE
Here’s everything available in your full teaching package!

junior.scholastic.com
Unlock your resources with your access code
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ARTICLES KNOWLEDGE  
FOCUS

WORDS  
TO KNOW

TEACHING SUPPORT SKILL SHEETS STANDARDS AND SKILLS

Big Pic and U.S. & World News, pp. 2-5
CULTURE | ARCHAEOLOGY | INSPIRING TEEN Learn about a popular 
art exhibit in Czechia, a recently auctioned artifact from the Titanic,  
the discovery of the earliest known dog, and a Vermont teen running 
for governor.

• Tourism
• Titanic
• Domestication
• �State governments 

and elections

• auction
• domesticated
• executive
• illusion
• infinite 
• memorabilia
• political party

Video: Searching for the Titanic
Text-to-Speech

• Words to Know
• What I Learned: News Shorts
• Issue Scavenger Hunt

NCSS: Culture • Time, Continuity, 
and Change • Civic Ideals and 
Practices
Social Studies/ELA: Determine  
central ideas

Voices From 9/11, pp. 6-9
U.S. HISTORY A quarter-century after the September 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks, read the accounts of five survivors. 
Map: 9/11 attack sites

• �September 11, 2001, 
attacks

• �First responders
• �Primary sources

• colonel
• debris
• evacuate

Lesson Plan
Video: Into the Choking Smoke
Words to Know Slideshow
Your Turn: Analyze Primary Sources
Text-to-Speech

• Words to Know
• Text-Dependent Questions
• �Primary Source: “To Defend a  

Great Nation” 
• Quiz: “Voices From 9/11”
• Issue Scavenger Hunt

NCSS: Time, Continuity, and Change
Social Studies/ELA: Cite text  
evidence, synthesize primary  
sources, determine author’s  
purpose

How 9/11 Changed the World, pp. 10-11
WORLD NEWS Trace the impacts of the 9/11 attacks on the  
United States and around the globe. 

• Post-9/11 security
• War on Terror

• Cabinet
• dismantled
• Islam
• Middle East
• solidarity

Lesson Plan
Video: Into the Choking Smoke
Words to Know Slideshow
Your Turn: Conduct an Interview
Text-to-Speech

• Words to Know
• Text-Dependent Questions
• �Primary Source: “To Defend a  

Great Nation” 
• Quiz: “How 9/11 Changed the World”
• Quiz: September 2026 Issue
• Issue Scavenger Hunt

NCSS: Time, Continuity, and Change 
• Global Connections 
Social Studies/ELA: Examine cause 
and effect, determine author’s  
purpose 

Kicking Phones Out of Class, pp. 12-15
U.S. NEWS Explore the effects of school cell phone bans on students 
and teachers. 
Map: Cell phone restrictions by state
Graph: Smartphone ownership among 11-to-14-year-olds over time

• �Cell phones
• State laws
• School culture

• designated
• implemented

Lesson Plan
Prereading Quiz
Words to Know Slideshow
Your Turn: Make Your Case 
Lower-Level Version
Text-to-Speech

• Words to Know
• Text-Dependent Questions
• Graph: Who Has a Phone? 
• Quiz: “Kicking Phones Out of Class”
• Quiz: September 2026 Issue
• Issue Scavenger Hunt

NCSS: Individuals, Groups, and 
Institutions • Science, Technology, 
and Society
Social Studies/ELA: Examine text 
structure, present claims, analyze  
a graph

Big States vs. Small States, pp. 16-18
U.S. HISTORY | CIVICS Discover how delegates at the 1787 
Constitutional Convention decided the way states would be 
represented in Congress. 
Sidebar: Representation in Congress in 1789 and today

• U.S. Constitution
• �Constitutional 

Convention
• Legislative branch

• compromise
• delegates
• federal
• minority
• represented

Lesson Plan
Video: The Constitution
Words to Know Slideshow
Your Turn: Think Like a Delegate
Lower-Level Version
Text-to-Speech

• Words to Know
• Text-Dependent Questions
• Infographic: The Legislative Branch
• Quiz: “Big States vs. Small States”
• Quiz: September 2026 Issue
• Issue Scavenger Hunt

NCSS: Time, Continuity, and Change 
• Power, Authority, and Governance
Social Studies/ELA: Evaluate  
arguments, analyze visuals

The Price of Oil, pp. 19-21
WORLD NEWS | GEOGRAPHY Explore how the war in Iran affected 
the cost of oil, gasoline, and other products. 
Maps: Iran and the Strait of Hormuz, Top 10 oil-producing countries 
Graph: Top oil consumers

• �Crude oil
• Global trade
• Middle East
• �Supply and demand

• auction
• fossil fuel
• imports
• Middle East
• strait

Lesson Plan
Words to Know Slideshow
Supply and Demand Slideshow
Text-to-Speech

• Words to Know
• Text-Dependent Questions
• Map: Explore the Middle East
• Quiz: “The Price of Oil”
• Quiz: September 2026 Issue
• Issue Scavenger Hunt

NCSS: Production, Distribution, and 
Consumption • Global Connections
Social Studies/ELA: Examine cause 
and effect, analyze visuals

Should AI Help With Your Homework?, pp. 22-23
DEBATE Some students are turning to AI tools for guidance on school 
assignments. Is that a good idea? 
Infographic: Top reasons teens use AI
Editorial Cartoon

• �Artificial intelligence
• �Study habits
• Academic integrity

• �artificial intelligence
• efficient
• �prohibit

Lesson Plan
Video: What You Need to Know 
About AI
Your Turn: Evaluate the Arguments
Online Vote
Text-to-Speech

• Words to Know
• Let’s Debate!
• Issue Scavenger Hunt

NCSS: Science, Technology, and 
Society
Social Studies/ELA: Evaluate  
arguments, present claims

America: Then and Now, p. 24
JUST THE FACTS An infographic compares the U.S. in 1776 and today.

• �The Founding Era
• �Infographics

Text-to-Speech • Issue Scavenger Hunt NCSS: Time, Continuity, and Change
Social Studies/ELA: Analyze visuals


