
Engage Your Students with Unforgettable Stories
Build strong readers, writers, and thinkers with the multigenre magazine Scope, created just for middle 

school. Our stories grow vocabulary and knowledge and—most of all—open doors of curiosity.

...samples continued on next page

Grades 7–10
Reading level: Grades 6–8

Nonfiction



...samples continued from previous page

Fiction

Drama



 Turn Amazing Stories into Extraordinary Lessons 
It’s already done for you! Our flexible teaching kits come with every story and are easy-to-

use. Check out our comprehensive suite of multimedia teaching tools that elevate instruction.

Read Fascinating Stories
Share stories on multiple Lexile levels. Listen to authors read their stories aloud.

Behind the Scenes Videos
Authors show how they researched, wrote, and revised their articles.
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NONFICTION: “Escape From Darkness” 
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1. atrocity (uh-TRAW-suh-tee) noun; An atrocity is a shockingly bad or horrific act or 
situation.

2. deport (dih-PORT) verb; Deport means “to forcibly send a person away to another 
country.”

3. empire (EM-peye-uhr) noun; An empire is a large and powerful group of 
territories or countries that is controlled by one ruler or government. Empires 
typically have strong militaries and seek to keep growing. An empire grows by 
conquering or colonizing other places. 

In the ancient world, the Roman Empire spanned three continents and had a 
population of at least 65 million.

4. mar (mahr) verb; To mar is to stain, damage, or spoil, as in “When Sandy missed 
school, she marred her otherwise perfect attendance record” or “By the end of the 
day, sweat and grime marred my new shirt.”

5. occupier (AH-kyoo-peye-er) noun; As it is used in the article, occupier means “a 
hostile military force from one nation that has taken control of another nation, area, 
or territory.” 

6. rampant (RAM-puhnt) adjective; If something is rampant, it’s everywhere—and 
spreading uncontrollably. If a rumor is rampant, that rumor has spread to many 
people. 

Vocabulary
“Escape From Darkness”
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 Go to Scope 
Online to listen to 

the words and 
definitions read 

aloud.

Name: 

Featured Skill: Key Ideas and Details
NONFICTION: “Escape From Darkness”
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Featured Skill: Key Ideas and Details
Name: 

Directions: Read “Escape From Darkness.” Then use this planner to help you 
respond to the prompt that appears at the end of the article.

BRAINSTORMING/PREWRITING 

The prompt at the end of the article says:

The Holocaust was a time of great horror and tragedy. Yet there were also acts 
of courage and hope. Explain how the rescue of Jewish Danes was an act of courage 

and hope.
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1.  In your own words, what is courage? 

 

2. In your own words, what is hope?

 

3. Reread the section “Their Only Hope.” What was the first way that non-Jewish Danes 
helped protect Jewish Danes?

NONFICTION: “Escape From Darkness”
March 2024

Choice Board
“Escape From Darkness”

The Holocaust was a time of great
horror and tragedy. Yet there were
also acts of courage and hope.

Explain how the rescue of Jewish
Danes was an act of courage and

hope.

Note: This is the contest prompt that
appears at the end of the article.

Write a letter to Leo Goldberger
explaining what you learned in the

article.

Imagine that a new exhibit about
Denmark during World War II is
opening and you’ve been hired to
give a speech at a special opening
ceremony. Your speech should
focus on the incredible boat

rescues, like the one that saved Leo
and his family. Record yourself

giving your speech.

Write a journal entry reflecting on
reading the article. Here are some

questions you might want to
explore in your reflection: What did

you learn? What was most
powerful? What was difficult?
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Vocabulary Slideshows and Activities
Student-friendly definitions and audio-visual 

support build vocabulary.

Skill-Building Activities
Practice key ELA skills with differentiated activities.



Get Time-Saving Teacher Support
Lesson plans come with everything you need in one place:  

a recommended recipe for teaching a story, correlations, learning 

objectives, discussion questions, and more!

Narrative Nonfiction, pages 4-10

Escape From Darkness
The incredible story of how one small country saved
thousands of its Jewish citizens during World War II

About the Story
Lexile® Measure 990L
For qualitative complexity factors,
go to Scope Online.

Learning Objective: to
identify key ideas and details in a
narrative nonfiction article

Featured Skill: key ideas and
details

Additional skills covered in
this lesson plan: figurative
language, cause and effect,
author’s craft

Essential Questions:
● How is hate created? How can
it be stopped?

● What is the power of courage
in the face of adversity?

● Why should we learn about
the past?

Standards:
The article and its suite of
support materials support these
CommonCore Anchor
Standards: R.1, R.2, R.3, R.4, R.5,
R.7,W.2, SL.1, SL.2

Formore standards
information—including TEKS—go
to ScopeOnline.

Your Teaching Package
Find your full suite of support materials at scope.scholastic.com.

Audio:
● Article read-aloud
● Text-to-speech
● Vocabulary

Video:
● “Beyond the Story”

Differentiated Articles:
● Lower-Lexile version
● Spanish language version

Connected readings
from the Scope archives:
● Special Collection: Stories
ofWorldWar II and the
Holocaust

Activities to print, project, or
share digitally:
● Vocabulary: Definitions and
Practice

● VideoDiscussionQuestions
● Close-Reading and
Critical-ThinkingQuestions

● Featured Skill: Key Ideas and
Details

● Choice Board
● Core SkillsWorkout:
Summarizing,* Text Features,
Nonfiction Elements

● Lesson Plan Slide Deck
● Quiz*

*Available on two levels

Scholastic Scope ~ Lesson Plan 2, page 1 ~March 2024
©2024 Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved.

Narrative Nonfiction, pages 4-10

Step-by-Step Lesson Plan

Preview Vocabulary (15minutes)

● Project the Google Slides version ofVocabulary: Definitions and Practice on your
whiteboard. Review the definitions and complete the activity as a class. Highlightedwords:
atrocities, deported, empire, marred, occupiers, rampant, refuge, refugees.Audio pronunciations
of the words and a read-aloud of the definitions are embedded on the slides. Optionally,
print the PDF version or share the slideshow link directly to your LMS and have students
preview thewords and complete the activity independently before class.

Watch a Video (15minutes)

● Watch theBeyond the Story video, in which a Scholastic Kid Reporter will walk students
through an exhibit at NewYork’sMuseum of Jewish Heritage. Have students respond to
theVideoDiscussionQuestions (available in your Resources tab) in small groups or pairs.

● Invite a volunteer to read the As You Read box on page 4 or at the top of the digital
story page.

● Read the article once as a class. (Differentiation: Share the lower-Lexile version or the Spanish
version of the article.)Optionally, have students listen to author Allison Friedman read her
article aloudwhile they follow along. The audio read-aloud is located in the Resources tab
in Teacher View and at the top of the story page in Student View.

● Divide students into groups to read the article again and respond to the following
Close-Reading and Critical-Thinking questions, also located in the Resources tab.

Scholastic Scope ~ Lesson Plan 2, page 2 ~March 2024
©2024 Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved.

See Lesson Plan

Align Our Features to Your Instruction
Get the right materials at the right time sent right to 

you. Look at our 2024–25 calendar. Your curriculum, 

our content—it’s the perfect match!

See Calendar

https://www2.scholastic.ca/magazinesplus/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2024/07/SCOPEEscapeFromDarknessLP.pdf 
https://www2.scholastic.ca/magazinesplus/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2021/09/Scope-Editorial-Calendar-24-25.pdf


Meet Your Academic Standards
Raise student achievement by aligning 

lessons to instructional goals. With built-

in correlations and Science of Reading 

alignments, you’ll stay on track all year long.

Click here to view Science  
of Reading alignments

The Science of Reading is a 
body of research that explains 
how proficient readers learn to 
read. Studies show that to read 
proficiently, you must combine 
language comprehension skills, 
including background knowledge 
and vocabulary, with strong 
decoding skills. 

As a teacher of middle-school 
readers, you’re helping students 
gain important background 
knowledge and grow robust 
vocabularies by using Scope. This 
resource provides the perfect 
ingredients to enhance your ELA 
instruction and keep it aligned 
with the Science of Reading.

▶

With Scope®, students can:

Build Background Knowledge
•  Read about and discuss a wide variety of social 

studies, science, and SEL topics in each of our 
eight 32-page issues.

•  View our knowledge-building slideshows to 
gain essential knowledge about a topic before 
reading.

•   Watch our nonfiction videos to learn facts and 
information and to engage with the exciting 
subjects covered in our articles.

•  Dig deeper into an area of interest with our 
special collections of content centered on  
a theme, curated from our rich archives.

Grow Big Vocabularies
•     Learn key academic and content-area 

vocabulary words in every major feature; 
our tools make explicit instruction easy for 
teachers.

•  Preview important words to know with 
our vocabulary slideshows, which include 
visuals, audio pronunciations, and kid-friendly 
definitions.

•  Practice using words in context, examine word 
parts, and engage in discussions about how 
words work with our Vocabulary Skill Builders 
and Multilingual Learner Language Acquisition 
Springboards.

▶  

The Science of Reading is often illustrated  
with Scarborough’s Reading Rope.* 
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For more information, call (800) 387-1437 or email magazineinfo@scholastic.com

* The Reading Rope. Adapted from Scarborough, H. S. (2001). Connecting early language 
and literacy to later reading (dis)abilities: Evidence, theory, and practice. In S. B. 
Neuman & D. K. Dickinson (Eds.), Handbook of Early Literacy Research (pp. 97–110). 
New York, NY: Guilford.

How            Aligns  
with the Science of Reading

®

✓  Summarizing

✓  Inferencing

✓  Tone and Mood

✓  Theme

✓  Figurative Language

✓  Text Structures

Build Essential Skills
Help every child succeed through motivating skills practice leading to 

grade-level mastery. With activity pages, writing support, and more, 

build skills in the following areas:

View All Skills

https://www2.scholastic.ca/magazinesplus/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2024/07/SCOPESoR.pdf
https://scope.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/magazines/skills_dev_flyers/255-WB-SC.pdf


Meet Your Learners’ Needs  
with Our Differentiation Tools
Support all your learners with multiple 

reading levels, read-aloud audio, a text-

to-speech feature, scaffolded activities, 

and quizzes. Differentiate with a click!

Contact Sales
Request print samples, 

a live online demo, or 

a quote.

Explore an Issue 
of Scope

View Issue

Get in Touch

https://www2.scholastic.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/flipbooks/Scope-090124/#p=1 
https://www2.scholastic.ca/magazinesplus/contact-us/

