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Start Off With a Splash
Dear Teachers,

Welcome back! Or if you’re a new subscriber, welcome to Junior Scholastic. We are 
honored to be a part of your classroom. Our goal is to inspire your students with 
high-interest articles—and, of course, to support you with easy-to-use resources.

This issue will transport your students back 250 years to the Boston Tea Party. Bryan 
Brown’s compelling story reveals how dumping 45 tons of tea helped spark the 
American Revolution. Students will also meet the first emperor of ancient China, find 
out why concert tickets are so expensive, and learn tips for spotting altered videos.

Turn the page for a full list of this issue’s teaching packages. And be sure to activate 
your digital subscription for access to our archives and other curated resources. 
As you get settled into this school year, we would love your feedback on what you’d 
like to see more of and how we can best support you. Please reach out anytime.

Warmly,  
Laura and the Junior Scholastic team

Editorial address: Junior Scholastic, 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012-3999 or junior@scholastic.com
Customer-service inquiries: 1-800-SCHOLASTIC (1-800-724-6527) or magazineCS@scholastic.com

Laura Anastasia, Editor
LAnastasia@scholastic.com

facebook.com/groups/juniorscholastic
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ARTICLES SKILL BUILDERS TEACHING SUPPORT STANDARDS
The Most Electric Place on Earth, pp. 2-3
GEOGRAPHY Discover Venezuela’s Lake Maracaibo, the lightning capital of the 
world, to see how the environment shapes the way people live. A map of the lake 
with two questions provides map-reading practice.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• What I Learned: News Shorts

Skill Spotlight: Read a Map
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.7, WHST.6-8.4, RI.6-8.1, RI.6-8.4,  
RI.6-8.7, W.6-8.4
NCSS: People, Places, and Environments • Science, Technology, and Society

U.S. & World News, pp. 4-5
Learn about a mastodon tooth found on a California beach, how cell phones have 
changed over the past 50 years, and how Jaylen Smith of Earle, Arkansas, became 
the nation’s youngest Black mayor now in office when he was elected at age 18 this 
past December. A map of North America reveals where mastodons lived.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know
• What I Learned: News Shorts

Text-to-Speech Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.7, WHST.6-8.4, RI.6-8.1,  
RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.4, RI.6-8.7, W.6-8.4
NCSS: Culture • Time, Continuity, and Change • People, Places, and Environments • 
Science, Technology, and Society • Civic Ideals and Practices

Secrets of the Warrior King, pp. 6-9
WORLD HISTORY Qin Shi Huangdi, the first emperor of China, built one of the 
world’s most powerful armies to unite seven independent states into one mighty 
empire in 221 b.c. Concepts include ancient China, empires, war, currency, culture, 
economies, the Great Wall of China, ancient burial customs, archaeology, and 
terra-cotta warriors. A map shows present-day China, along with the seven ancient 
states that Qin united, and questions provide practice using direction and distance.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know
• Close-Reading Questions
• �Primary Source: Analyze Images
• Quiz Wizard

�Skill Spotlight: Use Direction and Distance

�Video: The Story of the Terra Cotta 
Warriors

�Student Lesson Slide Deck
Lesson Plan
Lower-Level Version
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.7, WHST.6-8.4, WHST.6-8.9, 
RI.6-8.1, RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.3, RI.6-8.4, RI.6-8.7, W.6-8.4, W.6-8.9, SL.6-8.1
NCSS: Culture • Time, Continuity, and Change • Individuals, Groups, and 
Institutions • Power, Authority, and Governance

Would You Pay $4,275 to See Your Favorite Singer?, pp. 10-13
U.S. NEWS/ECONOMICS Why has getting concert tickets become nearly 
impossible for many fans? Explore some of the key economic concepts at play 
and learn what lawmakers are doing to address the challenges. Concepts include 
supply and demand, monopolies, ticket sellers, technology, the pandemic, resale 
markets, fees, and Congress. A bar graph shows how average concert ticket prices 
have changed since 2002, and a sidebar compares how tickets are purchased now 
with how they were bought in the past.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know
• Close-Reading Questions
• Central Ideas: Heading Hashtags
• Know the News
• Quiz Wizard

Skill Spotlight: Graph Concert Costs
Prereading Quiz

�Slideshow: Understanding Supply 
and Demand

�Student Lesson Slide Deck
Lesson Plan
Lower-Level Version
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.7, WHST.6-8.4, RI.6-8.1,  
RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.4, RI.6-8.7, W.6-8.4, SL.6-8.1
NCSS: Culture • Time, Continuity, and Change • Power, Authority, and Governance • 
Production, Distribution, and Consumption

Teen of the Revolution, pp. 14-18
U.S. HISTORY On December 16, 1773, 15-year-old Joshua Wyeth joined in what 
became known as the Boston Tea Party, an act of rebellion that helped spark 
the American Revolution. Concepts include the 13 Colonies, Great Britain, the 
French and Indian War, taxation, boycotts, the Tea Act, the Coercive Acts, the 
First Continental Congress, Samuel Adams, and John Hancock. A map shows the 
13 Colonies, and an excerpt from a 1770 speech by British Prime Minister Lord 
North illuminates a perspective from Britain.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know
• Close-Reading Questions
• Map Reading: The 13 Colonies in 1773
• Know the News
• Quiz Wizard

Primary Source: Be a History Detective
Prereading Quiz

�Video: Why Did the Colonies Declare 
Independence?
Slideshow: The Road to the Revolution

�Student Lesson Slide Deck
Lesson Plan
Lower-Level Version
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.7, RH.6-8.9, WHST.6-8.4, 
WHST.6-8.9, RI.6-8.1, RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.4, R.6-8.7, R.6-8.9, W.6-8.4, W.6-8.9, SL.6-8.1
NCSS: Time, Continuity, and Change • Individuals, Groups, and Institutions • 
Power, Authority, and Governance • Production, Distribution, and Consumption • 
Global Connections • Civic Ideals and Practices

Can You Spot the Fakes?, pp. 19-21
MEDIA LITERACY As misleading videos are on the rise, learn strategies to keep 
from being fooled. Concepts include TikTok, social media, manipulation, artificial 
intelligence, deepfakes, the war in Ukraine, emotions, and sources. Screenshots 
provide examples of real and fake videos, with clues for telling the difference.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know
• �Take Note!
• Know the News
• Quiz Wizard

Video: Don’t Get Fooled by Fake Photos

�Online Quiz: Can You Spot Misleading 
Videos?
Lower-Level Version
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.6, RH.6-8.7, RH.6-8.8, 
WHST.6-8.4, RI.6-8.1, RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.4, RI.6-8.6, RI.6-8.7, W.6-8.4, SL.6-8.1
NCSS: Culture • Individuals, Groups, and Institutions • Production, Distribution, 
and Consumption • Science, Technology, and Society

Should You Get Recess?, pp. 22-23
DEBATE Some middle schools are adding free time during the school day.  
Does that leave enough time for learning? Concepts include physical activity, 
mental and social health, schedules, safety, and bullying.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know
• Argument Writing Toolkit

Skill Spotlight: Share Your Point of View
Online Vote
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.6, RH.6-8.8, WHST.6-8.1, 
WHST.6-8.5, RI.6-8.1, RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.4, RI.6-8.6, RI.6-8.8, RI.6-8.10, W.6-8.1,  
W.6-8.5, SL.6-8.1
NCSS: Individual Development and Identity • Individuals, Groups, and Institutions • 
Power, Authority, and Governance

The U.S. Constitution, p. 24
5-MINUTE GUIDE This infographic provides a quick overview of the Constitution 
and how it works. Concepts include the federal government, the Constitutional 
Convention, delegates, separation of powers, and the three branches of government.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know

Video: The U.S. Constitution
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.7, WHST.6-8.4, RI.6-8.1,  
RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.4, RI.6-8.7, W.6-8.4, SL.6-8.1
NCSS: Power, Authority, and Governance • Civic Ideals and Practices

ISSUE AT A GLANCE
Here’s everything available in your full teaching package!
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ARTICLES SKILL BUILDERS TEACHING SUPPORT STANDARDS
The Most Electric Place on Earth, pp. 2-3
GEOGRAPHY Discover Venezuela’s Lake Maracaibo, the lightning capital of the 
world, to see how the environment shapes the way people live. A map of the lake 
with two questions provides map-reading practice.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• What I Learned: News Shorts

Skill Spotlight: Read a Map
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.7, WHST.6-8.4, RI.6-8.1, RI.6-8.4, 
RI.6-8.7, W.6-8.4
NCSS: People, Places, and Environments • Science, Technology, and Society

U.S. & World News, pp. 4-5
Learn about a mastodon tooth found on a California beach, how cell phones have 
changed over the past 50 years, and how Jaylen Smith of Earle, Arkansas, became 
the nation’s youngest Black mayor now in office when he was elected at age 18 this 
past December. A map of North America reveals where mastodons lived.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know
• What I Learned: News Shorts

Text-to-Speech Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.7, WHST.6-8.4, RI.6-8.1, 
RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.4, RI.6-8.7, W.6-8.4
NCSS: Culture • Time, Continuity, and Change • People, Places, and Environments • 
Science, Technology, and Society • Civic Ideals and Practices

Secrets of the Warrior King, pp. 6-9
WORLD HISTORY Qin Shi Huangdi, the first emperor of China, built one of the 
world’s most powerful armies to unite seven independent states into one mighty 
empire in 221 b.c. Concepts include ancient China, empires, war, currency, culture, 
economies, the Great Wall of China, ancient burial customs, archaeology, and 
terra-cotta warriors. A map shows present-day China, along with the seven ancient 
states that Qin united, and questions provide practice using direction and distance.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know
• Close-Reading Questions
• Primary Source: Analyze Images
• Quiz Wizard

�Skill Spotlight: Use Direction and Distance

�Video: The Story of the Terra Cotta 
Warriors

�Student Lesson Slide Deck
Lesson Plan
Lower-Level Version
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.7, WHST.6-8.4, WHST.6-8.9, 
RI.6-8.1, RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.3, RI.6-8.4, RI.6-8.7, W.6-8.4, W.6-8.9, SL.6-8.1
NCSS: Culture • Time, Continuity, and Change • Individuals, Groups, and 
Institutions • Power, Authority, and Governance

Would You Pay $4,275 to See Your Favorite Singer?, pp. 10-13
U.S. NEWS/ECONOMICS Why has getting concert tickets become nearly 
impossible for many fans? Explore some of the key economic concepts at play 
and learn what lawmakers are doing to address the challenges. Concepts include 
supply and demand, monopolies, ticket sellers, technology, the pandemic, resale 
markets, fees, and Congress. A bar graph shows how average concert ticket prices 
have changed since 2002, and a sidebar compares how tickets are purchased now 
with how they were bought in the past.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know
• Close-Reading Questions
• Central Ideas: Heading Hashtags
• Know the News
• Quiz Wizard

Skill Spotlight: Graph Concert Costs
Prereading Quiz

�Slideshow: Understanding Supply 
and Demand

�Student Lesson Slide Deck
Lesson Plan
Lower-Level Version
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.7, WHST.6-8.4, RI.6-8.1, 
RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.4, RI.6-8.7, W.6-8.4, SL.6-8.1
NCSS: Culture • Time, Continuity, and Change • Power, Authority, and Governance • 
Production, Distribution, and Consumption

Teen of the Revolution, pp. 14-18
U.S. HISTORY On December 16, 1773, 15-year-old Joshua Wyeth joined in what 
became known as the Boston Tea Party, an act of rebellion that helped spark 
the American Revolution. Concepts include the 13 Colonies, Great Britain, the 
French and Indian War, taxation, boycotts, the Tea Act, the Coercive Acts, the 
First Continental Congress, Samuel Adams, and John Hancock. A map shows the 
13 Colonies, and an excerpt from a 1770 speech by British Prime Minister Lord 
North illuminates a perspective from Britain.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know
• Close-Reading Questions
• Map Reading: The 13 Colonies in 1773
• Know the News
• Quiz Wizard

Primary Source: Be a History Detective
Prereading Quiz

�Video: Why Did the Colonies Declare 
Independence?
Slideshow: The Road to the Revolution

�Student Lesson Slide Deck
Lesson Plan
Lower-Level Version
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.7, RH.6-8.9, WHST.6-8.4, 
WHST.6-8.9, RI.6-8.1, RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.4, R.6-8.7, R.6-8.9, W.6-8.4, W.6-8.9, SL.6-8.1
NCSS: Time, Continuity, and Change • Individuals, Groups, and Institutions • 
Power, Authority, and Governance • Production, Distribution, and Consumption • 
Global Connections • Civic Ideals and Practices

Can You Spot the Fakes?, pp. 19-21
MEDIA LITERACY As misleading videos are on the rise, learn strategies to keep 
from being fooled. Concepts include TikTok, social media, manipulation, artificial 
intelligence, deepfakes, the war in Ukraine, emotions, and sources. Screenshots 
provide examples of real and fake videos, with clues for telling the difference.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know
• Take Note!
• Know the News
• Quiz Wizard

Video: Don’t Get Fooled by Fake Photos

�Online Quiz: Can You Spot Misleading 
Videos?
Lower-Level Version
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.6, RH.6-8.7, RH.6-8.8, 
WHST.6-8.4, RI.6-8.1, RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.4, RI.6-8.6, RI.6-8.7, W.6-8.4, SL.6-8.1
NCSS: Culture • Individuals, Groups, and Institutions • Production, Distribution, 
and Consumption • Science, Technology, and Society

Should You Get Recess?, pp. 22-23
DEBATE Some middle schools are adding free time during the school day. 
Does that leave enough time for learning? Concepts include physical activity, 
mental and social health, schedules, safety, and bullying.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know
• Argument Writing Toolkit

Skill Spotlight: Share Your Point of View
Online Vote
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.6, RH.6-8.8, WHST.6-8.1, 
WHST.6-8.5, RI.6-8.1, RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.4, RI.6-8.6, RI.6-8.8, RI.6-8.10, W.6-8.1,  
W.6-8.5, SL.6-8.1
NCSS: Individual Development and Identity • Individuals, Groups, and Institutions • 
Power, Authority, and Governance

The U.S. Constitution, p. 24
5-MINUTE GUIDE This infographic provides a quick overview of the Constitution
and how it works. Concepts include the federal government, the Constitutional
Convention, delegates, separation of powers, and the three branches of government.

• Issue Scavenger Hunt
• Words to Know

Video: The U.S. Constitution
Text-to-Speech

Common Core: RH.6-8.1, RH.6-8.2, RH.6-8.4, RH.6-8.7, WHST.6-8.4, RI.6-8.1, 
RI.6-8.2, RI.6-8.4, RI.6-8.7, W.6-8.4, SL.6-8.1
NCSS: Power, Authority, and Governance • Civic Ideals and Practices

junior.scholastic.com
Unlock your resources with access code
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Still need help? Use the “Live Chat” link at the bottom of junior.scholastic.com/help to talk 
to customer service from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Central time (until 8 p.m. through September).

Need help getting started with Junior Scholastic, using our 
digital resources, or finding information about your subscription?

Check out our Help & How-To’s section at
junior.scholastic.com/help.

You’ll find information and step-by-step guides to:
• Set up student view and get your classroom password

• Connect with Google Classroom or another learning management system

• Assign and customize slide decks, interactive activities, and quizzes

• Support students with differentiation tools

• Find national and state standards alignments

• Watch a webinar to take a guided tour of our site and resources
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